
 

    344 
 

 

 

 

Arab World English Journal (AWEJ) Volume 10. Number 4 December 2019                                         Pp. 344-355   

 DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.24093/awej/vol10no4.25 

 

The impact of Saudi Arabian Teachers’ Beliefs on their use of L1 or L2 in the Classroom in 

the Context of Communicative Language Teaching: A Literature Review 
 

 

Ahmed O. Alharbi  

       School of Education, University of Glasgow 

 Glasgow, United Kingdom 

 

 

Abstract 

Different pedagogies employed in English language teaching (ELT) show varying degrees of use 

of first language (L1) and second language (L2). The choice is between teaching L2 through L2, 

teaching L2 through L1, or teaching using a mix of the two. Communicative language teaching 

(CLT) is a second language teaching approach that aims to create opportunities for the productive 

use of L2 in the classroom. CLT has been officially implemented in the Saudi Arabian context 

since 2004, where the use of L2 in the classroom is now encouraged. However, it is important to 

consider how well teachers’ beliefs align with the specified use of L2 or L1 in the classroom. 

Importantly, this alignment is not generally taken into account, and so there is potential for 

resistance to this official pedagogy among teachers. This paper aims to explore the impact of Saudi 

teachers’ reported beliefs on the use of L2 in CLT in observed practice. The methodology this 

paper employs is a systematic review of the related studies from 2014 to 2019 that examine 

teachers’ beliefs and their alignment with their actual practice in the Saudi Arabian education 

setting. The results of this review of the studies show that SA teachers believe Arabic is still useful 

in the typical Saudi Arabian classroom where CLT has been officially adopted. 
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