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Abstract
The objective of this study is to investigate the written English errors of level four students at the
Languages and Translation College of Princess Noura University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Error
analysis technique was used in this research to find their errors, identify them, and explain their
sources. The corpus of this study was collected from the writing courses of 20 Saudi female
students of EFL (level four) at Princess Noura University. Each student has her own folio that
consists of 6–7 essays, divided into different types designed by the teacher. The students’
teachers used the Writing Process Approach to teach writing skills. The study was designed to
explore whether students are facing problems with subject-verb agreement in terms of the
present tense of the verb to be in their writing and identify the causes of these problems. The
findings are as follows: firstly, EFL Saudi female students at Princess Noura University, Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, do have problems in applying this rule in their written production. There were 103
total errors found relating to subject-verb agreement of the present verb to be: is (82 errors), are
(17), and am (4). Secondly, the study reveals that a lack of knowledge of English grammar is the
main source of students’ errors, accounting for 63.2% of the total errors found. Thus, it was
concluded that students are still facing problems in applying SVA rules in their writing and their
lack of knowledge of the rules of the target language is the main factor causing the written
production errors.
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