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Abstract

Code switching (CS) as a phenomenon of switching between two or more languages in the same utterance
or conversation is a widely observed topic in bilingual contexts and English as a foreign language (EFL)
classrooms that is employed by both students and teachers. However, there are conflicting opinions about
the application of CS and its advantages and disadvantages in teaching and learning. This study, therefore,
examines teachers’ perceptions about the use of CS and its functions in the context of primary schools in
the Kurdish region of Iraq where English is the medium of instruction and Kurdish is L1. In order to
obtain a genuine reflection of teachers’ CS in the classroom, a combination of qualitative and quantitative
research methods was employed, involving a questionnaire and interviews with the teachers. The findings
of the study reveal that teachers generally have positive attitudes about the use of CS and consider it as an
influential factor in facilitating teaching. Therefore, they employ all three main functional categories of
CS: curriculum access, building interpersonal relationship and managing their classrooms. However, they
believe that teachers should not over rely on the CS strategy as it affects the learning process and has
drawbacks for the learners.
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