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Abstract

This paper examines the theme of empathy in Philippa Pearce’s novel Tom’s Midnight Garden.
It argues that Tom’s empathy is an important factor in his growing up, in constructing his
identity and in shaping his relational self through reaching out to the ‘other’, Hatty. Tom is able
to empathize with Hatty although she is from a much older generation and from a world that is
very different from his own when he breaks the boundaries of time, gender and age. Tom
comprehends the significance of a non-linear time and applies it to his relationship with Hatty in
the same way as gender and age differences between both of them are neutralized. To explore
this empathy between Tom and the ‘other’, this paper analyzes how Tom is capable of acquiring
and nurturing this emotional capacity to construct a meaningful continuity with the past—a time
not his own—and with the ‘other’ who is initially a stranger and a mystery to him.
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