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Abstract 

 The verbalization of the concept WORD / LANGUAGE / SPEECH is a complex phenomenon is 

viewed from the point of view of a new humanitarian branch – dual linguistics, a combination of 

scientific and naive interpretation of language in the contemporary English lexicography. 

Language means verbalizing and explaining such interrelated notions as language, word, and 

speech, constitutes a mosaic-like unity of nominative units fixed in current lexicographic 

resources. It is proved that the interpretation of this particular phenomenon in the conceptual and 

linguistic pictures of the world of an average speaker and professional linguist is radically 

different. The dual linguistics perspective makes it possible to distinguish the two nominative 

fields of the studied concept: one for the naive and the other for the scientific pictures of the world. 

Factual data of the study that has been analyzed were drawn, respectively, on the one hand, from 

general (explanatory) and, on the other hand, special (linguistic) dictionaries of the English 

language. The primary task of this research is to describe the nuclear zone of the nominative field 

of the concept WORD/ LANGUAGE / SPEECH, which presupposes the naïve and scientific 

understanding of language through the prism of English lexicography.  
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Introduction 

The uniqueness of man as a biological species and what distinguishes him from all other 

living beings is the presence of the second signal system, which is his language proficiency.  

 

Human phylogeny, its development as a species, has an extremely long history of 

transforming an anthropoid into an intelligent man. Anthropologists estimate this period to be 

about 2.5 million years long. It is believed that the evolution of man as a biological being ended 

40 thousand years ago. By this time, the fundamental features that still distinguish humans from 

other animals can be described as follows: movement on two legs, brain, the presence of a second 

signal system, thinking, speech, consciousness, mastery of tools and fire, social interaction. The 

formation of man as Homo sapiens is inseparable from the evolutionary origin of language 

(glottogenesis). 

 

What is more, the emergence and progressive movement of human civilization would be 

impossible without verbal means of recording information and the ability to exchange it in joint 

activities among the members of the society. The human language acts as a universal tool for 

transmitting and preserving all kinds of information. It is thoroughly studied in this perspective by 

cognitive linguistics, philosophy of language, semiotics, and many other related disciplines. The 

preliminary results of the research of how different users are aware of the phenomenon of language 

communication, namely ordinary speakers - on the one hand, and professional linguists - on the 

other, the knowledge and ideas about language, its composition, functioning in each sphere of 

these communities.  

 

The interpretation of the phenomenon of language (along with inseparable phenomena of 

word and speech) in the conceptual and, consequently, linguistic pictures of the world of the 

average speaker and professional linguist turned out to be radically different but still integrated 

into the complex concept WORD /LANGUAGE/ SPEECH. 

 

Literature Review 

Many recent studies have focused on the problem of glottogenesis (evolutionary origin of 

language) to identify its cognitive, neurological, and social characteristics, the development of 

which forms the basis for the emergence of a human language. British linguist Carstairs-McCarthy 

(1999) turned his attention to the data of evolutionary anthropology and neurophysiology of higher 

primates in search of primary sources. The anatomical properties of distant ancestors of Homo 

sapiens, which served as the basis of human speech, are covered in the publications of Davidson 

(2003), Wilkins, and Wakefield (1995). Much attention is paid to the appearance of Brock and 

Wernicke zones and brain asymmetry (Corbalis, 2002; Crow, 2000). The phenomenon of brain 

asymmetry (Ivanov, 1978), the evolution of the inner ear of the Neanderthal, which made it 

possible to recognize one's voice (Spoor, Wood&Zonneveld, 1994; Daniel, 1989), even the 

development of a biped (movement on two legs), which freed the upper extremities, that led to the 

possibility of gestures and the use of facial expressions (Corbalis, 2003; Hurford, 2003) are of the 

great importance of the more profound investigation of the human language in general. 

 

Numerous scientific studies in the history of glotogenesis indicate the symbiotic status of 

human language as a biological, cultural, and social entity (Enfield & Levinson, 2006; Laland et 
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al., 2000). It gave the reason to consider a human language as "a biocultural hybrid, a product of 

cultural co-evolution over the past 400,000 years" (Evans & Levinson, 2009, p.431). Examining 

the evolution of human speech ability, Fitch notes that it is necessary to find out what is unique 

about human speech ability to explain the difference between humans and other species (Briscoe, 

2003; Jackendoff, 2002; Kirby & Christiansen, 2003).   

 

It is now generally accepted that the roots of human thinking, and hence speech, are 

highlighted in connection with the social dimension of the speaker's activity. The findings of these 

studies concluded that they could be separated only in case of careful studies of each of them and 

with the subsequent integration of the results of scientific observations into a single episteme. 

 

Methods 

The general scientific methodology of the research is based on four methodological principles 

formulated by Kubryakova (1995). They represent an available form of organization of scientific 

knowledge, namely scientific and cognitive activities, principles of construction of scientific 

knowledge, ensuring conformity of its structure, and special linguistic methods that help to check 

the verity of the obtained results and their interpretation.  

 

The methodological principle of expansionism used in our research for describing inner 

mechanisms of language functioning manifests the fact that the work is performed at the borderline 

of linguistics and cognitive linguistics. The explanatory principle is quite apparent because the 

investigation involves social, cultural, and psychological aspects that help to differentiate between 

two versions of the world (naïve and scientific). The methodological principle of anthropocentrism 

is also rather decisive as in the present study, it is analyzed and compares two incarnations of the 

suggested complex concept that differ from each other by the presence/absence of scientific 

background of the speakers that are widely reflected in their interpretation of the phenomenon. 

The figure of the speaker determines the nature of the linguistic picture of the world that he 

represents. The last of the four methodological principles used in this research is functionalism, 

which helps to clarify the difference between the stocks of verbal data and is primarily 

differentiated and tuned to serve different discursive situations that occur between professionals 

and ordinary speakers and are related to verbal communication.  

 

The outlined above methodological principles of the study led to the choice and application 

of a comprehensive methodology that integrates general and special linguistic methods. The 

known methods include observation and formulation of hypotheses, the method of continuous 

sampling from lexicographic sources based on the analysis of factual data by an inductive method, 

its generalization, and taxonomy. A deductive method was used for interpreting certain theoretical 

postulates in their direct projection of a particular word. The quantitative method provided 

objective indicators of the frequency of linguistic representations of specific semantic parcels. All 

obtained factual data were subject to a careful descriptive presentation into a holistic concept. 

 

Special linguistic methods contained primarily the definition analysis, which were applied 

to the explanatory articles of all studied nominative units. Componential analysis was used to filter 

a set of semantic features from sets of clear definitions, which led to purely cognitive analysis of 

the field constituents and made it possible to build up the field structure of particular nominations 
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(for the naive and for the scientific pictures of the world). The etymological analysis provided 

interesting data on reconstructing ancient meanings highlighting the modern semantic connections 

of seemingly close tokens of the studied field. The comparative method was helpful for describing 

differences and finding standard features of the process of verbalization of the concept WORD / 

LANGUAGE / SPEECH in their naive and scientific versions. 

 

The complex combination of these methods and their consistent implementation has led to 

a working hypothesis that the interpretation of the phenomenon of language together with the 

phenomena of word and speech are inseparable from each other in the conceptual and, accordingly, 

linguistic pictures of the world of the average speaker and professional linguist are radically 

different. Different verbal means, interpretations, and arrangements in specific semantic systems, 

more or less branched, harmonious and consistent, are being described and analyzed. 

 

The analysis of lexicographic material is carried out. The research is based on three samples 

in four dictionaries, which comprise tokens and constant phrases of the contemporary English 

dictionary, phraseology and paremia dictionaries, as well as linguistic terminology dictionary. The 

first two samples are analyzed to identify the features of the relevant fragment of the naive picture 

of the world. The third sample provided material for the analysis and characterization of the 

scientific picture of the world. 

 

The unit of the analysis in our study is a dictionary article in the unity of the lemma (title 

word) and definition. Splitting a definition article into components creates a mosaic of definition 

features, from which seven elementary units of value are filtered out. These seven become the 

object of cognitive analysis, which allows us the reproduction of a holistic conceptual structure 

and verbalized complex concepts. 

 

Data Collection Procedures 

In this research, to describe such interconnected notions as speech, language, and words in 

human communication, we use the term concept, which, following Babushkin (2001), is 

interpreted as a discrete semantic unit of collective consciousness, reflecting the object of the real 

or ideal world, which is stored in the national memory of native speakers in the form of already 

known culturally or ethnically marked substrate. As Tyshchenko (2018) states, any cultural 

meaning or concept due to the symbolic function of different objects forms signs of different 

substantial and genre nature that can be expressed by verbal signs, such as stable comparisons, 

ritual terms, wishes, paremias, or performative acts. 

 

Based on the differentiation of pictures of the world by horizontal and vertical dimensions 

proposed by Mechkovskaya (2004), we note that our scientific research is aimed at studying 

horizontally homogeneous (monolingual) and vertically two-syllable (general/special) phenomena 

− the complex concept of WORD / LANGUAGE / SPEECH, verbalized as a definite fragment of 

English naive vs. English scientific world pictures. 

 

The present study of the verbalized concept begins with the creation of a nominative field 

of the concept. It consists of a set of lexical units that nominate the concept itself and the 
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phenomena related to it, as evidenced by common/similar definitions in their explanatory articles 

and the system of references, if any, provided in the format of the relevant dictionary. 

 

As has been mentioned before, four methodological principles of modern linguistics, 

formulated by Kubryakova (1995), are widely implemented in our study. The principle of 

expansionism is manifested by the integration of the achievements of general linguistics and 

cognitive linguistics due to the study of verbalization (a linguistic component) of the concept (the 

cognitive component). The difference between naive and scientific variants of verbalization of the 

concept is explained by some social, cultural, and psychological factors within the explanatory 

principle.  

 

The anthropocentric principle of the research is to outline the factor of thesaurus differences 

that mark two different types of speakers, whose vision and understanding of the phenomenon of 

language determine the differences between two versions of the world: scientific and naive. It is 

emphasized that the figure of the speaker determines the nature of the linguistic picture of the 

world that he uses.  

 

The principle of functionalism works here by highlighting how different language resources 

meet the needs of different discursive situations because communication with professionals and 

ordinary speakers requires various verbal means accumulated in the relevant linguistic and 

semantic complexes. 

 

Findings 

The study of the complex concept of WORD / LANGUAGE / SPEECH is carried out within 

a new scientific direction, formulated as dual linguistics, which is scientific and naive interpretion 

of language in English lexicography. 

 

First of all, we consider it appropriate to explain in what sense the term linguistics is used 

in our research. It is not used in the narrow sense as a science about language, but in the broad 

sense as a complex of knowledge, some ways of understanding, and interpretation of language. 

The duality of such knowledge is indisputable, confirmed by a correct study of numerous 

lexicographic data. The interpretation of language by ordinary speakers is radically different from 

what linguists know about language as a linguistic phenomenon. 

 

In the naive picture of the world, language as a spirit of any nation, as part of ethnical identity 

(Tyshchenko, 2018), everyday communication, and different language units have clearly defined 

semantic contours. Hence, the corresponding fragment of the picture of the world contains the 

imprint of some ethnical, evaluative, and culturally charged judgments. That is why the history of 

any ethnos is indirectly reflected in the naive picture of the world. 

 

In the scientific picture of the world, understanding the phenomenon of language, 

interpreting its structure and functioning as a means of accumulating knowledge, and exchanging 

ideas between users up to the extent recorded by authoritative lexicographical sources is an 

intertwining of different epistemologies. There is no single, unquestionably "correct" system of 

views. The subtleties and details of the arrangement of the scientific picture of the world vary 



Arab World English Journal (AWEJ) Proceedings of  KUST, Iraq Conference 2022  

Verbalization of the Complex Concept Word/Language/Speech                      Tyshchenko, Smaglii & Yukhymets 

 

  

  

Arab World English Journal                                                                       

www.awej.org 

ISSN: 2229-9327                                                                                                                  

105 
 

 

depending on the scientific affiliation of a man as the center of such a picture. A scientist has his 

coordinate system, which often does not coincide with the coordinate system of another scientist. 

The higher the level of his professional competence is, the more different options of the constituent 

meaning he assumes while remaining a supporter of his statement. 

 

The variation of the naive picture of the world in ordinary speakers is of a different character. 

There is a greater or lesser awareness of the nomenclature of referents, named after the relevant 

fragment of the linguistic picture of the world. Some speakers heard the terms prosody, allomorph, 

etc., and some did not. There are no differences in interpreting the already known terms. The key 

differences concern the quantity, not the quality, of the components of the field in the center of 

which the non-professional user is located. English lexicology, which captures the naive and 

scientific pictures of the world, is sensitive to these differences in the interpretation of the 

phenomenon of language. 

 

Each dictionary entry is a self-contained message that can be closed on its own or can send 

the user to other dictionary entries through a system of numerous links, forming an almost endless 

network of messages organized according to the principle of rhizome (Babelyuk, 2010), and thus 

devoid of hierarchical order and external borders. The position of the main article, from which the 

reader starts and moves on to other thematically related articles, is determined by the reader. A 

definite "journey" of the user of the dictionary from an article to an article is not obligatory as the 

reader is entitled to limit himself to one article but can continue almost indefinitely by the links. 

Encyclopedic scientific dictionaries are organized. The algorithm of their use depends entirely on 

the research task that the user solves by referring to such a reference book using ad-hoc principle 

(Koliasa, 2015, 2016). 

 

The structure of common reference publications is different, as it involves a different use 

algorithm. The reader of the glossary, turning to the article for an explanation of a word, receives 

a communicatively coherent, separate from other articles of the message with a certain set of 

information data. The reader is not encouraged to continue communication through the link 

inviting him to refer to some other articles in the dictionary. Such activity is possible because the 

definition article often contains synonyms. The structure of the dictionary (the lack of explicit 

references) does not emphasize this possibility. 

 

All the above confirms the validity of the proposed scientific direction of dual linguistics: 

scientific and naive interpretation of language in English lexicography. 

 

The complex concept WORD / LANGUAGE / SPEECH is presented in our research as a 

conglomeration of three nuclear concepts. It is formed, respectively, by a nuclear concept with the 

title word language and a nuclear concept in which the title is the nominee speech/to speak. The 

study of the verbalized concept involves, first of all, the conclusion of its nominative field, the 

collection, and structuring into a whole of all nominative units that denote core concepts, together 

with their thesaurus definitions. The factual data obtained this way allows careful analysis of the 

etymology and semantics of all collected lexical items. 
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According to English dictionaries, two of the three names of the complex concept are 

specific English units that functioned from the time of the Old English period until the twelfth 

century. These are the names of word and speech/to speak. Instead, the name language is a 

Romance borrowing from the Middle English period. This circumstance explains the minor 

representation of the LANGUAGE segment in the verbal field of the complex concept. All names 

are polysemantic tokens, but the branching of their semantic structure (a definite number of lexical-

semantic variants, or semes) is not the same. According to the results of the survey, the most 

numerous segment is the speech/to speak nominee. In total, there are 23 semes (55% of the entire 

core of the field), of which 15 verbs (to speak) and eight nouns (speech). The word token segment 

is filled with 12 semes (28%), and the language segment is filled with seven semes (17%). 

 

Etymological research has shown that the token word in the diachronic plane belongs to the 

cluster of related English tokens, each coming from the common pre-Indo-European root wer-. 

The cluster has seven lexical items united by the principle of family similarity. The features of 

family similarity relate not so much to the external form as to the semantic closeness of the cluster 

members. Although, formally similar are other constituents: verb, adverb, proverb.  

 

In the aspect of diachrony, the token language is rather interesting, which comes from the 

Indo-European root dnghṻ-, which means language. The word tongue comes from the same root, 

as a result of which in modern English, there are etymological doublets: language and tongue, and 

tongue retained both meanings: a tongue (anatomical organ) and a tongue (means of 

communication). However, language from the two original meanings developed only the second. 

 

The etymology of the noun token speech is as follows: it appeared in English before the 

twelfth century. Middle English had the form speche and came from the Old English verb specan, 

meaning to speak, which originates from the ancient Greek spharageishai, meaning to crackle. 

The internal form of the token to speak is to crack, from which we conclude that the reflection of 

the phenomenon of human speech began with the understanding of its acoustic representation. A 

series of consciously articulated sounds generated by man to express a specific meaning − this, in 

our opinion, is the primary understanding of human speech. 

 

The most common semantics, which can be traced in all sound tokens, is the idea of the 

bilaterality of communicative units. All tokens of the nuclear zone contain at the first position of 

dictionary definitions sememe, which emphasizes the unity of content and form of the phenomena: 

(I) sememe word as a linguistic unit in accordance with form and meaning; (I) sememe language 

of verbal expression of thoughts and feelings; (I) the sememe speech as the ability to articulate 

thoughts, feelings; (I) sememe to speak articulate thoughts, feelings. 

 

The complex concept of WORD /LANGUAGE/SPEECH is studied from several 

perspectives: 1) the construction of the nominative field of its core zone due to the separation from 

dictionaries of supporting tokens word, language, speech in all the variety of their semantic 

components, there are 42 semes; 2) careful analysis of vocabulary definitions with the isolation of 

a set of defining features, which were sometimes subjected to further in-depth analysis (second or 

third degree); 3) isolation of semes verbalized by these definite features, and arranging them into 

a holistic system of the semantic layer of the nuclear zone of the field (there are 161 such semes 
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in total); 4) construction of an actant-predicate framework, which implements the identified logical 

proposition, typical to all nuclear concepts that form the studied complex concept; 5) etymological 

analysis of words-names of nuclear concepts. 

 

The medial zone of the nominative field of the verbalized complex concept 

WORD/LANGUAGE/SPEECH is ten times larger and more variable than the nuclear zone. It 

includes more than 700 lexical units with the semantic components of language, speech, 

communication. According to the thematic principle, the collected data is divided into six sectors: 

communication; units of language, speech; discourse, text; phonetic, grammatical, and stylistic 

phenomena; language/dialect/slang, speaker; linguistics. 

 

The largest in terms of the number of lexical units and the most diversified by subtopics is 

the communication sector, which includes 250 lexical units divided into seven thematic groups. 

The most numerous and varied is the thematic group, which unites eight subsets of lexical units 

that nominate different in their illusion speech actions of communicators as orders, requests, 

recommendations, promises, evaluative statements, false, conflicting types of communication. 

 

Analytical description of the peripheral zone of the studied nominative field involved a 

sample of four phraseological English dictionaries. The phraseological fund of language, which 

has become the focus of our attention, is interesting in that it reflects a separate fragment of the 

naive picture of the world, namely the speech embodiment of "mental reality, a collective reflective 

experience of ethnicity, stereotypes of ethnic consciousness and archetypes of the collective 

unconscious" (Tyshchenko, 2018, p. 190) 

 

Discussion 

The study has shown that the complex concept of WORD/LANGUAGE/SPEECH is 

verbalized by phraseological units of the English language, such as idioms, paremias, proverbs, 

which were collected from four special English dictionaries (more than 800 lexemes) and analyzed 

according to (a) their thematic direction, (b) the system of images embodied in these phraseological 

units, (c) their cultural background which highlights the ethnical stereotypes in the consciousness 

of the English-speaking ethnic group. 

 

Summarizing the characteristics of the analyzed nominative field of the concept WORD, 

which is one of the three components of the complex concept of WORD/LANGUAGE/SPEECH. 

The core zone of the nominative field is formed by the definite articles which were separated from 

four linguistic dictionaries: A Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics (2008); Routledge 

Dictionary of Language and Linguistics (2006); Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics (2006); 

The Online Dictionary of Language Terminology (2013). 

 

The peripheral zone of the WORD nominative field consists of nominative units denoting 

notions related to the concept WORD as evidenced by references in the sound word articles, which 

is proved by the reference system of two dictionaries: A Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics 

by Crystal and the Routledge Dictionary of Language and Linguistics. In each of these two articles, 

there are graphically highlighted words, which according to the agreement explained in the 
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introduction and are sent to another article of the same publication. These are internal links. There 

are also references to the works of other scientists (References). These are external links. 

 

It is worth noticing that internal links, which are repeated in the word articles of both 

dictionaries, are quite common and form the area of the near periphery of the analyzed field. The 

fact that the articles are repeated by different compilers, in our opinion, indicates the special 

importance of the relevant pieces of information for understanding the concept of the word. 

Therefore, they belong to the area of the near periphery. We have come across five such nominative 

units that are interpreted in ten articles in two dictionaries. 

 

Internal links which are unique in each of the two articles are individual links. They form a 

zone of the far periphery. It includes nominative units, the content of which is explained in detail 

in the dictionary entries of each of the dictionaries. There are 38 such nominative units and 

correspondingly interpretative articles. Each of them, in turn, contains its internal references, or as 

we call them second-degree references. The meaning of each reference term, graphically 

highlighted, is explained in the relevant articles, which already form a marginal area of the field. 

There are more than 650 of them. 

 

Our observations have shown that certain links from different articles intersect with each 

other. Not all peripheral links have a centrifugal vector. They redirect the user beyond the 

periphery of the field to the marginal zone. In particular, in half of the peripheral articles, the 

presence of an internal link is registered, which is centrifugal, redirecting the user not further to 

the marginal zone of the field, but to the central, in our core field term word. This is due to the 

arbitrary procedure of "entry" of the user into the information dimension of any dictionary. After 

all, the user can initially ask for help in any article in the dictionary, from which, if necessary, 

continue his search for information by links and refer to other articles. As our findings suggest, 

such an information dimension has a fundamentally different structure. The individual cells are 

interconnected in different directions. It is also evidenced by the references to various articles that 

intersect.  

 

The structure of meaningful plots, reflected in the articles of the glossary, in the process of 

field construction, with the center and periphery, is an epistemic procedure, a definite scientific 

technique through which we can get the verbal shell of the studied concept WORD. 

 

Careful interpretations of numerous terms related to the term word, for logical reasons in 

our research, are limited due to the core and peripheral zones, namely near and far periphery. The 

marginal zone is involved to the extent space, which is intertwined with interpretations of the terms 

of peripheral articles. 

 

The general trend of the analyzed articles shows that they first consider traditional, non-

scientific use of the term word, which is quite intuitive. Then the authors turn to the scientific 

interpretation of special terms, which, however, do not offer a single clear definition of what a 

word is, but instead explicitly explain the debatebility of different scientific views and 

interpretations. Crystal even notes that some scholars generally abandon the term word in favor of 

the terms morpheme, lexeme. Meticulous attention to various aspects of the word as a linguistic 
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unit and the lack of its consistent interpretation results in a large number of more specific 

nominations of this unit in professional dictionaries: orthographic word, phonological word, 

prosodic word, minimal word, full word, empty word, word form. It is important to note that the 

suggested terms are integral nominative units, not descriptive phrases. 

 

The suggested analysis has shown that the article in professional scientific reference sources 

is structured not as a standardized description of the form, meaning, the etymology of the defined 

semme but as a scientific article by the author of a certain phenomenon of linguistics, which 

emerges on a colorful theoretical background. Despite the expectations, such an article does not 

always clearly enough inform the user, especially a novice user, for example, a philology student, 

about the essence of a linguistic term in the title of the article. Moreover, the definition of the term 

is not an obligatory initial component of such posts. Such plurality of ideas presupposes a particular 

theoretical background and professional training of the user of a special reference book. 

Professional dictionaries and encyclopedias articles demonstrate the leading feature of scientific 

professional discourse − its argumentativeness and polemics. The polyphony of voices and the 

mismatch of views of experts on the same defined concept is in no way hidden. The word is 

determined by one or another specialist depending on which scientific school he belongs to. 

 

This is a fundamentally different scientific picture of the world from the naive in the 

spectrum of the data under consideration. In particular, the nominative field of the concept WORD 

in the naive interpretation demonstrates considerable homogeneity by common dictionaries, the 

coincidence of the list of semes in their articles and the similarity of their definition, and thus the 

similarity of the same set of these nominative units. The difference in the positions of the compilers 

of these sources is not explained within the dictionary entries.  

 

In addition, we note another essential difference between the naive and scientific versions 

of the nominative field of the concept WORD. When linguistic reference books are limited to 

mention that the word is the smallest carrier of meaning, the semantic element of speech, common 

dictionaries capture a rich palette of shades of this meaning, registering 12 semes of polysemantic 

noun token word. They are as follows: 1. word as a linguistic unit in the unity of form and meaning; 

2 the content of what is said; 3. gossip; 4. news, 5. order; 6. promise; 7. password; 8. conversation; 

9. quarrel; 10. Word of God; 11. libretto, script; 12. proverb.  

 

The difference between the scientific and naive English-speaking world is striking. The core 

of the verbal field of the concept WORD in scientific perception is "deaf" to the vast majority of 

these semantic clusters, leaving them outside the scope of reflection as phenomena related to the 

linguistic concept of the word. The scientific and naive interpretation of the concept WORD 

coincide less than one-tenth, common is only: the word − is a linguistic unit in the unity of form 

and meaning. 

 

One of the three components of the complex concept of WORD/LANGUAGE/SPEECH is 

the LANGUAGE concept, which can also be deeply analyzed by constructing the nominative field 

of the concept. 
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The fundamental difference between the scientific and naive interpretations in the 

lexicographic reflection of the phenomenon of language is the epistemological dimension of the 

scientific, which is completely absent in the naive. In special lexicographical sources, the 

phenomenon of language fits into some theoretical paradigms, the works of de Saussure (1977), 

Chomsky (1980). An extensive network of references of the first and second degrees shows that 

the description of the token language involved data from several theoretical disciplines: linguistics, 

sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics, semiotics, transformational grammar, dialectology, 

zoosemiotics. Historical references that accompany linguistic writings help to see the picture of 

the world, primarily Western European and North American linguistics, on a broad temporal and 

spatial background of world scientific thought. The naïve picture of the world reflected in common 

dictionaries does not offer the user anything like that. 

 

The periphery zone of the nominative field LANGUAGE in its scientific aspect reflects the 

understanding of linguists of different scientific schools and theoretical directions of the concept 

of LANGUAGE as (1) surrounded by satellite concepts that are the varieties of language in 

different dimensions of its consideration such as parole, dialect, E-language, I-language, (2) in the 

measurement of its functioning (performance, competence), and (3) in the paradigms of various 

scientific researches linguistics, sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics among them. Commenting on 

the comparison of scientific and naive interpretation in the LANGUAGE sector of the nominative 

field of the complex concept WORD/LANGUAGE/SPEECH, we can assume that most tokens of 

the near periphery are common to the lists of both variants of the field, except E-language, I-

language, the vocabulary of common English dictionaries. 

 

Analyzing the results of studying the nominative field of the nuclear concept SPEECH as a 

constituent of the English-language scientific picture of the world, we can conclude the following: 

this nominative field is included as a separate segment in the integral nominative field of the 

complex concept WORD/LANGUAGE/SPEECH and is the smallest of all three further analyzed 

constituents, numbering 65 lexical units together with vocabulary definitions separated from four 

specialized dictionaries. It should be noted that among these lexicographical sources, the article 

under the title speech is available only in three of them. The ELL dictionary does not contain any 

article, although, in its vocabulary, there are articles with terminologically compounded speech 

chain, speech community. In addition, the number of reference articles to which speech articles 

refer is generally relatively small compared to the other two constituents of the nominative field 

of word and language. 

 

Thus, the core of the nominative field of the nuclear concept SPEECH contains three lexical 

units which, from the very beginning, differ in the interpretation of factual data in different 

scientific sources. For example, the Online Dictionary of Language Terminology and Crystal’s 

dictionaries consider the noun speech a monosemantic. In contrast, the Routledge dictionary 

defines not one but three semes of the word. According to the Online Dictionary of Language 

Terminology, the monosemantic term speech refers only to oral speech; its semantic composition 

is as follows: (1) production; (2) oral speech; (3) transmission of information.  

 

Thus, the farther from the core of nominative fields with an identical core token, in this case, 

the terminolexeme speech, the less coincidence is observed between the nominative field of the 
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naive and the nominative field of the scientific interpretation. If in the nucleus, the differences are 

recorded in the structures of semes registered by dictionaries, then in the medial zone, we observe 

lacunarity of the vocabulary of the naive in comparison to the vocabulary of the peripheral and 

marginal zones of scientific lexicographic sources. As a result, the density of the scientific picture 

of the world is many times greater than the density of the naive. 

 

Conclusion 

Linguo-cognitive study of the nominative field of the complex concept WORD/ LANGUAGE 

/ SPEECH singled out that the medial zone of the nominative field of the verbalized complex 

concept is ten times larger and more varied than the core zone. It registers more than 700 lexical 

items with the semantic component of language, speech, and communication. The peripheral zone 

of the nominative field of the complex concept WORD/LANGUAGE/SPEECH in the naive 

picture of the world is verbalized by phraseological units of the English language: idioms, 

paremias, and proverbs. The analysis of the scientific version of the complex concept 

WORD/LANGUAGE/SPEECH began with the construction of its nominative field. The 

procedure differed from the naive version, as scientific dictionaries have a different structure and 

mode of presentation. The core zone of the field embraced all the dictionary entries of the key 

tokens word, language, and speech in the aggregate of all the semes of these polysemants. A feature 

of scientific dictionaries is the presence of an extensive network of references, which can be 

internal when the reader is invited to refer to other articles from the same source, and external with 

the recommendation to refer to other publications, scientific papers containing consensual or 

controversial position on the defined term. The farther from the core of nominative fields with 

identical core tokens (word, language, speech), the less coincidence is observed between the 

nominative field of the naive and the nominative field of the scientific. If in the nucleus we record 

differences in the composition of semes registered by dictionaries, then in the medial zone, we 

observe the lacunarity of the vocabulary of the naive field in comparison with the vocabulary of 

scientific lexicographical sources. As a result, the density of the scientific is many times greater 

than the density of the naive. Specialists "see" and distinguish many semantic clusters, worth 

designing the individual terms and phrases than ordinary speakers. 
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