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Abstract 

The aim of this study was to investigate the perception and production of English vowels by 

Saudi female EFL students majoring in English at Al-Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic 

University. The data was collected from 39 students forming two groups. The first group 

included 20 students from levels 1 and 2, and the other group included 19 students from levels  6 

and 7. This study started by obtaining students’ information about their experience with English, 

testing their ability to perceive and pronounce English vowels. The perception test included 

nineteen minimal pairs with differences in the vowels only: for instance, bet versus bit. The 

items of the production test included the twenty vowels of English used in familiar words.  The 

processing of the results was executed on SPSS to obtain the percentage of correct and incorrect 

responses from both groups in the perception and production tests. To find the correlation 

between production and perception, an independent-samples t-test was performed to find out if 

the difference between the two groups was significant or not. A paired-samples t-test was 

performed for each group to find if the difference between the perception and production of 

vowels was significant or not. The findings of the study showed that there were no significant 

differences at level (p > 0.05) between the two groups, on the one hand, and between production 

and perception of each group, on the other hand. In other words, the results showed that the 

perception was correlated with production. This correlation means that good pronunciation is 

usually preceded by good perception. The researcher made some recommendations and gave 

some pedagogical suggestions regarding the enhancement of the perception and production of 

English vowels.  
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